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592 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

readily suggest the best results to the American educator ; but their practical 
working in the school at Yasna Polyana appears to have been, in a measure, suc- 
cessful. 

Count Tolstoi is unquestionably a man of genius, and his merits are suffi- 
ciently appreciated in this country ; but his translator's extravagant encomiums, 
as found in his preface, will be accepted at their face value by very few readers. 

II. 
CORRECTNESS IK SPEECH. 

Mr. J. H. Long, in his little manual on " Slips of the Tongue and Pen,"* has 
collected a great deal of very useful material in the form of common errors, 
grammatical points, suggestions upon composition, synonyms, preferable forms 
of expression, objectionable words and phrases, and punctuation. Many persons 
will be surprised on looking the book through to find how much they do not know 
and how much they have to unlearn on the above points. The very first caution 
hits a very common misconception of the word " apparent," which is constantly 
used in the sense of "evident," whereas there is a very fine but real distinction 
between the two words. How many people fall into the way of saying a "bad 
cold," instead of " a severe or dangerous cold," it is impossible to say. Common 
use has almost established this and a great many other errors, but it is well, 
nevetheless, to keep up the standard of correct speech. When a person says, " I 
beg to say," he really means " I beg leave to say," but with the true American 
instinct of condensation the " leave " is often dropped. A real estate agent will 
probably tell you that such and sueh property has depreciated or appreciated in 
value, forgetting that " value " has no business in such a sentence. The author 
thinks that the intransitive meaning of " depreciate" is justifiable by usage. As 
to the word "differ" Mr. Long sides with those who say "differ from," but the 
advocates of " differ with " ought not, perhaps, to feel discouraged. To ''differ 
from " a person or thing is to be different in form, or in some other particular, 
but when we say we differ with a person we really mean that we dispute his con- 
clusions — we have a difference or a disagreement with him. We are not so sure 
that Mr. Long does not lose sight of this distinction. A black man differs from a 
white man in respect of his color ; he "differs with " him when he contradicts or 
questions his logic. Apart, however, from an occasional instance of far-fetched 
criticism on common usage, this manual is evidently the work of an observant 
and scholarly mind, and a careful and frequent reading of it by that useful class 
of men and women, the reporters for newspapers, would save the English 
language from a great deal of very violent treatment. When a musical or 
dramatic critic writes about the rendition of a certain performance, or when one 
reads about a solitary traveler partaking of refreshments, when no one else wa 
there to partake with, the commonness of the blunder is no excuse. And yet the 
most accurate of people will fall into such snares. Hence the utility of such un- 
pretentious hand-books as the one now under notice. 

III. 

VOLAPtTK. 

What is Volapuk ? Once in a while for a year or two past, newspaper readers 
have come across this mysterious word, and it is perhaps now beginning to be under- 

* ''Slips of Tongue and Pen." By J. H. Long, M. A., LL. B. D. Appleton & Co. 



